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“40 Minutes for Health Reform”

DATE AND TIME: “40 Minutes for Health Reform” will take place next Wednesday, August 19 from 5:00 – 5:40 pm EST. 

CONTENT AND FORMAT: All groups cosponsoring this nationwide event are supportive of health care reform, and the call itself will be very pro-reform, though no specific legislation will be endorsed. Instead, the call will focus on health care reform as a moral imperative, lift up personal stories about how diverse people of faith from across America have been impacted by our current broken system and how health reform will improve the lives of everyone, highlight success stories that show how faith communities have taken action for health reform and influenced the debate and their Members of Congress, and urge participants to take specific actions and commit to doing all they can to help pass health reform. The call will make clear that the faith community’s engagement is desperately needed to pass reform – special interests are trying to hijack the debate with misinformation and negative and disruptive tactics. The stakes are high. Voices on the call will broadly represent the diversity of the faith communities engaged on this issue and will be mostly local – from the key states represented by Senators we need to influence most. The President will urge the faith community to action, and a high-level administration official will answer questions from participants (questions can be submitted online after RSVPing at www.FaithforHealth.org). All in 40 minutes!

TWO WAYS TO PARTICIPATE: Participants can either log on to www.FaithforHealth.org at the time of the call or dial 347-996-5501 (no passcode, long-distance charges may apply). The call will be hosted by Blog Talk Radio and participation is unlimited.  RSVPs for the call and listening online are ideal so that participants can be driven to the website where they can sign up to receive action alerts to stay involved in the fight for health care reform.

URGING PARTICIPATION: It is critical that we meet our goal of turning out tens of thousands of people to participate in this event –as cosponsors you have committed to aggressively promoting the call to your members and networks. Thank you! We must show that the faith community supports health care reform and is ready to do all we can to help pass it. The opposition to health care reform has done a good job of convincing the media that there is broad-based grassroots opposition. We need to awaken the huge silent majority in support of health reform. Together, we can show that faith and action can win over fear. We can show Members of Congress that they can do the right thing for the country by supporting health reform and that the mainstream faith community will support them. We must use this opportunity to galvanize and mobilize faith community support for health reform. This will be the first time ever that the President addresses the health care debate directly and specifically with the faith community. His choosing to do so demonstrates how important the faith community is to passing reform – and therein seizes this historic moment of opportunity to improve the lives of so many Americans.

For More Information, call Jackie Dupont-Walker at 213-494-9493.

