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Greeting in the victorious Name of Jesus the Christ! 
 
“O taste and see that the Lord is good, blessed is the person that trust in Him” 
Ps. 34:8 
 
It is my commencement of eight years of service as the Global President of the 
Connectional Lay Organization.  Two of the major thrusts of my tenure has 
been truly to make the Lay Organization more Christ Centered and global in 
representation.   

 
It is with pride that all our audit reports to the General Board and organization have been  rated as 
unqualified, a term in accounting meaning outstanding.  I am also excited to report the Connectional 
Lay Organization is well and alive- vibrant, visible and vital in the life of our Church.  I repeat this verse 
from a previous report: 
 

 “Our Church, the greatest on God’s earth,  
 Founded through tears and strife 
 And woe that men might under God be free,  
 That they may have true liberty.  
 Allen, Our founder, preached God’s grace 
 That we might see the Savior’s face”.  
 

At the close of the 50th Session of the General Conference we welcomed Bishop E. Earl McCloud Jr. as 
the Chairperson of the Lay Commission.  His interventions and judicious counsel in this first year has 
meant much to the laity and myself.   His eagerness and accessibility is greatly appreciated.   
 
I must include a statement that the Executive Board has worked diligently in promoting the 
organization.  Special kudos to our budget chair, Ms. Arlene Lawson for her commitment in fulfilling 
focus fiduciary integrity in seeing that the organization is budget driven.  My deep gratitude to two 
hard working officers Richard Bowden, financial secretary and Darwin Eldridge, treasurer for their 
integrity and transparency in being stewards of the organization’s financial funds and records.  A shout 
out to the chair persons of standing committees who made it possible for such a banner year.  A 
special thank you to my wife Karen, Office secretary and Lyndia Mayo, assistant secretary, you kept us 
focused and organized.   
 
As I come to the close of eight exciting years of service it is with gratefulness to God and laity for 
allowing me to carry on the legacy of our founders and leave to the next administration a strong and 
durable organization.   
 

 



In Memoriam  
“Asleep in Jesus, blessed sleep, from which none ever wakes to weep!  A calm and undisturbed 
repose, unbroken by last of foes”.  Several unsung stalwart laypersons joined that crowd of witnesses 
in the heavenly body since our last report.  I lift up Brother David Ward who served so faithfully as the 
first Director of the Connectional Lay Economic Development Corporation.  We know to be absent 
from the body is to be present with the Lord.  We thank God for this visionary Lay leader and for 
sharing him and other faithful laypersons.   

 

Overview of the Work 
The Lay Organization has been very active on all levels this past year.  We have had presence at all 

connectional meetings and participated in several ecumenical meetings. 

• Continued to interface with sister denominations including the World Council of Churches.  
At their convention in Houston several officers attended and were very active.  

• Lay delegates to the 50th Session of the General Conference were actively involved and 
present at all business sessions.   

• The Global Development Council held in Johannesburg, South Africa was represent by the 
First Vice President, Gloria T. Byrd.  Several Lay candidates seeking offices at the upcoming 
Biennial were also in attendance.  

• We anticipate the largest delegation from Episcopal Districts 14 – 20 at the 35th Biennial 
Session of the Connectional Lay Organization.  Over 100 have registered at this printing.  

• Several donations were awarded since our last Biennial.  They include $5000 to the 20th 
District to assist in mud slides and flooding and provide the Lay office basic equipment. 
$5000 to the work of SADA especially for the work in Haiti.  $10,000 to Bishop Byfield to 
construct a house in Haiti for displaced persons due to the Hurricane and flooding.  We 
also made a contribution to the 8th District to assist in the recovery from devastating 
flooding in the District.   

• We plan to donate $50,000 to AME University in Monrovia, Liberia at the 35th Biennial.  

• It was my honor to visit all the Episcopal Districts with the exceptions of 14th, 18th and 20th 
Districts.  My plans were made to visit the 14th but Ebola struck and all trips there were 
cancelled.  During my visits I facilitated workshops, conducted elections and/or was the 
principle speaker at worship, banquets, conventions and Annual Conferences.  I am 
grateful for all the experiences.  To God be the glory! 

 

 



 

 

Upcoming Event  
We are excited about the 35th Biennial Session of the Connectional Lay Organization being held in the 
exciting and busy city of Columbus, Ohio August 7 – 10, 2017.  You are cordially invited to this historic 
convention.  Pre-activities are planned for the 5th and 6th.  Election of officers is scheduled for the 
opening day after the keynoter.  Additional information may be obtained by visiting our website, 
www.connectionallay-ame.org or from each Episcopal District Lay Presidents.   

 

Karen and I have truly been blessed to serve the Church and the thousands of laypersons in this high 
office.  I gave all I had to be a faithful servant.  More importantly, I hope God, our Savior was pleased, 
that in all my ways, I sought His guidance and I know He directed my path.  I thank Him for favor.  May 
God continue to bless the African Methodist Episcopal Church and the Lay Organization at all levels.  

 

“Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that work in us, Unto Him be glory in the Church by Christ Je-
sus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen”.  Eph. 3:20-21.  

 

Humbly and gratefully submitted,  

 

Willie C. Glover, Ph. D.  

Global President  

Connectional Lay Organization  



CONNECTIONAL LAY ORGANIZATION OFFICERS 
2013  -  2017 

Executive Board Connectional Lay Organization 

Bishop E. Earl McCloud Jr.,  Chairperson Lay Commission 
Dr. Willie C. Glover President      Third Episcopal District 
Ms. Gloria T. Byrd  1st Vice President      Sixth Episcopal District 
Mr. Matikane Abednego Makiti 2nd Vice President Nineteenth Episcopal District 
Mrs. Starr L. Battle  3rd Vice President      Second Episcopal District 
Mrs. Gloria DeVeaux Cobb Recording Secretary      Seventh Episcopal District 
Mrs. Doris M. Bell  Assistant Recording Secretary Thirteenth Episcopal District 
Mrs. Ada Groff  Corresponding Secretary      Fifth Episcopal District 
Mr. Richard L. Bowden Financial Secretary      Ninth Episcopal District    
Mr. Darwin K. Eldridge Treasurer      Thirteenth Episcopal District 
Mrs. Alice Belden Chaplain      Fourth Episcopal District 
Mrs. Edith Bartley Cartledge  Director of Lay Activities      First Episcopal District  
Mr. Walter Jeffers Director of Public Relations   First Episcopal District 
Mrs. Virginia Henderson, RP  Parliamentarian      Sixth Episcopal District 
Mrs. Pamela F. Tilley   Historiographer      Tenth Episcopal District  
Ms. Felicia Commodore Young Adult Representative   Second Episcopal District  
*Deceased

EPISCOPAL DISTRICT PRESIDENTS 

FIRST DISTRICT 
Mrs. Cheryl Hammond Hopewell 

SECOND DISTRICT 
Mrs. Valerie Bell 

THIRD DISTRICT 
Mr. Mark E. Mayo, Sr 

FOURTH DISTRICT 
Mr. Jerry Turner  

FIFTH DISTRICT  
Mr. Simeon P. Rhoden Jr 

SIXTH DISTRICT 
Mr. Michael Brown 

SEVENTH DISTRICT 
Mr. Roger Cleckley 

EIGHT DISTRICT 
Mr. Melvin Davis 

NINTH DISTRICT 
Ms. Bernnella Knight Rose 

TENTH DISTRICT 
Mr. Larry Hollie  

ELEVENTH DISTRICT 
Ms. Patricia Wright 

TWELFTH DISTRICT 
Dr. Dorothy Henderson 

THIRTEEN DISTRICT 
Mrs. Dorothy L.  Ealy 

FOURTEENTH DISTRICT 
Mr.  Garfield Mason 

FIFTEENTH DISTRICT 
Mr. Mzwake “Chris” Qwane 

SIXTEENTH DISTRICT 
Ms. Maylene Loncke 

SEVENTEENTH DISTRICT 
Mr. Martin Lombe 

EIGHTEENTH DISTRICT 
Mr.  Edwin Lehasa 

NINETEENTH DISTRICT 
Mr. Simon Letsoko  

TWENTIETH DISTRICT 
Mr. Sailles Gulule 



PAST AND CURRENT PRESIDENTS 
(1985 - Present) 

Dr. Kathryn M. Brown* 1985 - 1993 
Mr. James L. Williams ** 1993 - 2001 
Mr. Arthur L. Brown*  2001 - 2003 
Mr. Jesse L. Burns, Jr.   2003 - 2009 
Dr. Willie C. Glover   2009 - Present 

*Deceased
**President Emeritus 

Advisors to the President 
(Selected and Appointed by the President) 

Ms. Felicia Commodore 
Mr. Norman L. Deas 
Mrs. Billie D. Irving  
Dr. Richard A. Lewis  
Mrs. Beverly Nutall 

Connectional Lay Economic Development Corporation (CLEDC) 
Mr. Tyrone L. Presley Board Chairperson 
Dr. Verda Bradley  Director 
Mr. Larry Hollie  Treasurer 





































EDWARD RICHARDSON, JR., C.P.A. 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 
15565 Northland Drive, Suite 508 West 

Southfield, Michigan 48075 

     MEMBER: (248) 559-4514
MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF CPAs Fax:   (248) 559-0015
AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF CPAs 

May 17, 2017 

Dr. Willie Glover 
Connectional Lay Organization of the A.M.E. 
217 Brassic Way  
Columbus, OH 43213-7614 

Dear Dr. Glover: 

The Connectional Lay Organization of the A.M.E. Church received an “unqualified opinion” on the audit of the financial 
statements for the year ended March 31, 2017. The condition of the records was good throughout the last several years; 
however, the last twelve months of the year the records were impeccable. 

It was a pleasure serving you. 

Sincerely, 

Edward Richardson Jr., CPA 


