


 

DIRECTIONS 
 

1.   Each person should select a Breakout Group to attend and participate. 

 

2.   Each Breakout Group has at least two Bishops to serve as Moderators and a Presenter.  
The Bishops will give opening remarks and then present the          Presenter to give at 
least a 10 minute presentation. 

 

3.   Each Breakout Group should choose a secretary or reporter to record the discussion 
and actions of the group. An attendance record should also be included. 

 

4.   At the Thursday Plenary Session, each Breakout Group should give a brief summation 
of their group discussion and plan for continuing the conversation. 

 



 

CONVO XI 
 

DECEMBER 13-14, 2023 

 

Hilton Columbus Hotel 

3900 Chagrin Drive | Columbus, Ohio 43219 

 

Greetings Sisters and Brothers,   

 

We greet you in the joy of Jesus as we celebrate the Advent of His coming.   

 

The CONVO XI Committee takes this opportunity to welcome each of you to the final    

CONVO of this Quadrennial.  During CONVO X, which was held in New Orleans, we were 

able to consider two focus areas.  However, no proposed legislation was considered.  That 

having been said, the aim at this CONVO is to start a conversation based on some of the 

legislation which was submitted to Chief Information Officer.  The proposed legislation has 

been categorized into the five areas.  Please bear in mind that what we are proposing dur-

ing our time together this week is to begin a conversation and is not to consider what we 

are doing as the end of the matters before us.  We also proceed with a clear understanding 

that the CONVO is not intended to preempt the work of the Revisions Committee of the 

General Conference.   Hopefully, when the sessions are ended, those issues that are fore-

most in our hearts and on our minds will rise to the top, and thereby prioritize our work at 

the 52nd Quadrennial Session of the General Conference that will convene in this very City 

in just eight months – August 21-28, 2024. 

 

Based on the preliminary body of legislation submitted to the General Secretary/CIO, the 

CONVO XI Committee has identified five areas to be addressed at this meeting. In addition 

to the discussions at CONVO XI, our hope and prayer is that the conversations will continue 

as we prepare for the upcoming General Conference.  

 
 
 
 
 



 

CONVO XI 
 

The Committee would like to thank the Bishop Stafford Wicker, President of the Council of 

Bishops; Bishop Adam J. Richardson, Senior Bishop; Dr. Jeffery Cooper, General Secretary/

CIO; Dr. Marcus Henderson, Treasurer/CFO; Ms. Sharon Blaylock, Meeting Planner; our 

presenters and respondents; and certainly, each of you for your support and participation 

of this CONVO. 

 

CONVO XI Areas of Focus: 

Group One:  Oversight and Accountability  

Group Two:  Organizational Structure 

Group Three: Church Development, Expansion/Social Action 

Group Four: Ministry and Order 

Group Five:  Worship and Sacraments 

 

So, with these five groups, the CONVO Committee says, “Let’s Talk and Act” –  

Let the conversations begin!! 

 

CONVO XI COMMITTEE: 

Bishop Michael Mitchell, Chair 

Bishop E. Anne Henning-Byfield 

Bishop Reginald Jackson 

Bishop Stafford Wicker 

Bishop Paul Kawimbe 

Bishop Ronnie Brailsford 

Bishop David R. Daniels 

Bishop Frederick Wright 

 

 

 



 

OPENING PLENARY 
Theme: Let’s Talk and Act 

             WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2023 
 

 10:00 a.m.  OPENING DEVOTION & MEDITATION (3rdDistrict) 
  Rm—Pheoris West 
 
  Presiding Elder LaCreta Clark 
  Reverend Spencer Barrett 
  Reverend Dr. Timothy Storm 
  Reverend Roderic Reid 

 

 10:30 a.m.  OPENING PLENARY  -  Rm: Pheoris West 

    Bishop E. Anne Henning Byfield, Presiding 

  

WORDS OF WELCOME AND FELECITATIONS 

Bishop Michael Mitchell, Chair 

     Bishop E. Earl McCloud, Host Bishop 

Bishop Stafford J. Wicker, President of the Council of  Bishops 

     Bishop Paul Kawimbe, President of the General Board 

     Bishop Adam J. Richardson, Senior Bishop 

 
 A WORD ABOUT THE THEME/ PRESENTATION OF KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

   Bishop E. Anne Henning Byfield 

   Speaker:  Bishop Adam J. Richardson, Senior Bishop 

 

 12:00 p.m.  LUNCH (On Your Own) 
 

AREAS OF FOCUS 

Group One:    Oversight and Accountability 

Group Two:    Organizational Structure  

Group Three:   Church Development, Expansion/Social Action 

Group Four:    Ministry and Order 

Group Five:     Worship and Sacraments 
 

 BREAKOUT GROUPS 

 1:30 p.m. – 3:25 p.m.   

  Group One: Oversight and Accountability —Rm: Pheoris West  

   Moderators: 

                  Bishop Reginald Jackson, Presiding Bishop, 6th Episcopal District 

                  Bishop Ronnie Brailsford, Presiding Bishop, 19th Episcopal District 

  Respondents:   

  Sis. Cynthia Gordon-Floyd, CPA. CFE, Willing Steward Ministries, LLC               

 Rev. Dr. Alphonse Allen, Pastor, Allen Temple, Cincinnati, Ohio 

  Dr. Marcus Henderson, CFO, AME Church 

              Group Two: Organization and Structure—Rm: Roman Johnson 

   Moderators:  

                         Bishop Clement W. Fugh, Presiding Bishop, 5th Episcopal District 

   Bishop David R. Daniels, Presiding Bishop, 17th Episcopal District 



  

  

 

   Respondents:    

 Rev. Dr. Jonathan C. Augustine, Pastor, St. Joseph AME Church, Durham, North Carolina                                                                                                                                                                        

 Rev. Sheriolyn Curry Hodge, Presiding Elder Desert Mountain Conference 

          Rocky Mountain District, 5th Episcopal District 

 Dr. John Thomas, Editor, The Christian Recorder, AME Church 

 

                Group Three:  Church Development. Expansion, Social Action –Rm: Charles Massey 

  Moderators:  

                        Bishop E Anne Henning Byfield, Presiding Bishop, 13th District. 

  Bishop Marvin Zanders, Presiding Bishop, 16th Episcopal District 

       

                              Respondents:  

                              Rev. Dr. Matthew Watley, Pastor, Kingdom Fellowship, AME Church  
                                 Dr. Jacqueline Dupont Walker, Executive Director, Commission on Social Action  

                                 Rev. Anica Howard, Presiding Elder, Nashville District, Tennessee Annual   

                     Conference, Administrator, 13th Episcopal Church  

                  Rev. Dr. Marcellus Norris, Executive Director, Dept. of Church Growth and Evangelism 

 

 SESSION 2:  3:35 pm-5: 20 pm 

 

 Group Four: Worship and Sacrament—Rm: Roman Johnson 

             Moderators: 

                            Bishop Samuel L. Green, Sr. Presiding Bishop, 7th Episcopal District 

             Bishop Harry Seawright, Presiding Bishop, 9th Episcopal District 

   Respondents:       

              Rev.  Troy Thomas, Pastor, St. Andrew AME Church and Rev. Dr. Maxine Thomas,  Assistant Pastor 

 Rev. Dr.  Garland Pierce, Executive Director, Dept of Christian Education, AME Church 

                  Rev. Dr. Roderick Belin, President Publisher House, AME Church 

 

 Group Five: Ministry and Order - Rm: Pheoris West 

                           Moderators: 

                           Bishop Adam J. Richardson, Presiding Bishop 10th Episcopal District 

           Bishop Julius McAllister, Presiding Bishop, 1st Episcopal District 

           Bishop Michael Mitchell, Presiding Bishop, 12th  Episcopal District 

         Respondents:   

  Rev. Dr. Keith Mayes, Pastor, Vernon Chapel AME Church, Tulsa, Oklahoma                                                    

  Rev. Dr. Toni Belin, Presiding Elder North Augusta District,  Augusta  Annual Conference 

     

 5:30 p.m. – 6:55 p.m.   DINNER (On Your Own) 

 



  

 

 07:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  EVENING SESSION  -  

      Breakout  Groups– Preparations for Summation  Report 

Moderators:  

Bishop Jeffrey Leath 

    Bishop Reginald Jackson 

    Bishop Clement Fugh 

    Proposed Legislation:  Submitted to the CIO 

 

     

 THURSDAY: DECEMBER 14, 2023 

Bishop Frederick Wright, Presiding Bishop, 20th Episcopal District 

 

 9:00 a.m.               CLOSING DEVOTION & MEDITATION (3rdDistrict) 

    Rm: Pheoris West 
     Presiding Elder James Harris 

     Reverend Shane K. Floyd 

     Reverend Deborah Widget 

     Reverend Brandon A. J. Davis 

 

 9:30 a.m-11:00 a.m.  CLOSING PLENARY— Rm: Pheoris West 

      Breakout Groups Summation Report  

 

 11:05 a.m-11:15 a.m.     CLOSING PRAYER AND ADJOURNMENT  

 



















































































































 

 

 

  . 

 


